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Money talk
Schwabs encourage
families to talk about
their finances D2

Health care costs 'a crisis' for small business
Congressman Don Manzullo to propose Association Health plans to House

BYPAMEGGEMEIER help pull our struggling economy II\Ai III . ffo tho

TheJournal-Standard outof itstoughtimes,"Manzullo yye continue our e rts IS

WASHINGTON sa~anzullo and Sen. Olympia year to reduce the tremendous
CongressmanDon Manzullo, Snowe,R-Maine,chairmanof regulatory and tax burdens on
R-Ill.,isbeginninghissecondrun the Senate Small Business A . I b' . thaschairmanoftheU.S.Houseof Committee,haveagreedearlyon menca 5 uslnesses SO ey can
RepresentativesCornmitteeon that the No. I priorityin their help pull our struggling economySmallBusiness. respectivecommitteeswill be f . h . /I

As the 1O8th Congress battling soaring health care costs. out 0 Its toug times.

convenes, remedying an ~~ng "Surging he.al.thcare costs ~ave Manzullo Congressman Don Manzullo R-III.economy will be a top pnonty. become a cnsls for Amenca's '

Manzullo. says his co~ttee's ~mall employers,".Manzullo said. proposing the idea of Association pooling as labor unions,"
broad objectives haven t r~ally They need optIOns to battle Health Plans. New legislation, Manzullo said. "It would allow
cha~ged from the prevIOUS these s~rocketmg cos~s, so they however, is necessary in order to smaller groups to form larger
sessIOn. 'can continue to offer Vital health set them up, because there are ones, thus giving them more

"We'll continue our efforts this care benefits to their employees." currently laws in place that bargaining power.".
year to reduce the tremendous In an effort to make health care prohibit them. Manzullo said legislation
regulatory and tax burdens on more affordable to small "Association Health Plans addressing this soon will be
America's businesses so they can businesses, Manzullo is would allow the same type of introduced.

Tax cuts are another of the
committee's pet projects.
Manzullo would like to make all
of the 2001 tax relief provisions
permanent, especially what he
calls "the job-killing death tax."
Under provisions of the Byrd
Law, tax changes must be made
permanent or they will be phased
out in 10 years.

"About 85 percent of small
businesses pay taxes at individual
rates, not corporate," Manzullo
said. "We need to allow them to
keep their profits and reinvest in
their businesses," he said. "Tax
relief is' key' to any economic
stimulus package."

Another goal of
committee is to make some

the

changes in the Small Business
Administration. Manzullo says
the organization needs to make
loans on more favorable terms
instead of being a cash cow for
the general fund.

"They charge too much on
business loans and the Office of
Management and Budget uses
that money to fund other
programs," Manzullo said.

The, congressman from Egan
has also been putting
procurement of government
supplies under a microscope. He
discovered the federal
government was buying 615,000
black berets from China to outfit
u.s. soldiers. Manzullo voiced

SEE MANZULLO D2
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